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VIRTUAL MEETING 2: Understanding Government  
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https://spectrumnews1.com/ca/la-west/politics/legislature-faqs  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DFJkBSbJe18  
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VIRTUAL MEETING 3: Running the government  
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Steps:   

1. Decide what being an active citizen means to you  
2. Go inside government  
3. Look into laws  
4. Report on the issues  
5. Get involved in government  

Purpose: When I’ve earned this badge, I’ll know more about how government runs.  
Girl Supplies:  

• Favorite item during shelter-in-place (I.e. Book, toy, game, snack, etc.)   
• Pen or other writing utensil  
• 5 sheets of Binder Paper/ other blank paper   
• Snack(s)   
• Art supplies (if available) Markers, colored pencils, crayons, magazine (to cut), scissors, glue, colored 
paper, etc.   

 
  

Activity   Time  Staff Supplies   Girl Supplies  Facilitation 
Description  

Introductions  10 minutes  One item that 
brings joy  

An item that 
brings them joy 
during the shelter-
in-place.  

Ask the girl to 
share their name, 
city, and to share 
(on camera) one 
item that has 
made them 
happier during 
their time at home 
(I.e. favorite toy, 
book, snack, etc.)   

Step 1  15 minutes  Paper,   
Marker  

Pen, 1 sheet of 
Paper  

For option “Be an 
active citizen in 
action”. Discuss 
with group of girls 
what active 
citizenship means. 
Allow 2 minutes 
for them to 
brainstorm things 
on their own. 
Then group share 
out of ideas & fill 
out on chart 
paper- encourage 
everyone to share 
at least 1 idea.   
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Civic Engagement 
Activity  

20 minutes  Sample   Art supplies: 
Coloring utensils, 
magazine, glue, 
scissors, 
etc.  Paper  

Discuss with the 
group what it 
means to be a 
global citizen. Ask 
everyone to make 
a collage that 
shows what being 
a global citizen 
means to them & 
then have them 
share out their 
responses.   

Step 2  15 minutes  Paper, Marker, 
Chart of CA 
Government 
Branches (see link 
below)   

Pen, 1 sheet of 
Paper  

For option “Chart 
the government 
structure for your 
school district, 
town, county, or 
state.” Discuss the 
branches of CA 
State Government 
& how they affect 
local 
communities.   

Snack Break  10 minutes  Snack  Snack    

Step 3  15 minutes  3 sheets of  Paper  Pen, paper  For option “Think 
about laws you 
might propose 
someday” Ask 
everyone to 
consider the three 
options in depth 
(3 minutes each) 
and consider laws 
they may enact for 
those scenarios. 
Share out with the 
group.   

Step 4  20 minutes  Volunteer/ Family 
Member 
with understanding 
of CA history in 
approx. last 20-50 
years   

Pen, Paper  For option 
“Interview a local 
historian or 
longtime citizen" 
Have everyone 
draft 2-3 
questions in 
advance about the 
history of certain 
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issues in CA over 
the last 50 years 
(I.e. Gay marriage, 
POC, public 
transportation, 
etc.) Then allow 
them to interview 
someone. Make 
sure the segment 
is being recorded 
& ask them to 
share the video 
with family, 
friends, etc. via 
the web & to 
discuss with them 
as well.   

Step 5  20 minutes  Samples (from 
current CA 
elections)   

Art supplies: 
Coloring utensils, 
magazine, glue, 
scissors, etc.  

For options “Plan 
a campaign if you 
were running for 
office” or “Work 
on someone else’s 
campaign” Allow 
the girls to decide 
if they would like 
to run a campaign 
of their own or 
support someone 
else’s (another girl 
or actual 
candidate in 
upcoming 
election) Discuss 
marketing 
strategies & how 
to convince their 
community that 
the issues they are 
advocating for are 
the most 
important.   

Debrief  15 minutes  NA  NA  Ask everyone 
what is the most 
important thing 
they learned 
about government 
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during the badge 
activities. Go 
through the 3 
Debrief questions 
about action steps 
for each 
community.  
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